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" A
. FISH ' importer from
Jacksonville, Fla., has
been held in a priscn
in. Ecuador’ without trial for
nearly, two . years in what be
says began as a campadgn by
FBIl agents to pressure bim
tnto testiying against a sus-
pected drug trafficker.
In the United States such
punishment ~ Without " duc

process of law would be a vi-
olation of constitutional
ta. But James Williams is
pot in the United States. And
US officials say they have no
intention of interfering in the
sovercign . workings of the
Ecuadoran justice syster.
Internatonel law cxperts
say Mr. Willlaros is stuck in &
kind of coustitutionsl . twi-
light zone, where Amcrican

 drug agents working behind

the scenes through Ecuade-
1an proxies could do alimost
anything the¢y want to. in-
crease the pressure on an
imprisoned US citizen.

“it comes down to this
Jssue: Whether the Us gov-
ernment can prompt forelgn
governments to do things
that the fourth, ffth, and
sixth amendments [to the US
Constitution] would forbid

toour government from doing”

saya Christopher Blakesley, a
law professor at Loutsiana
State Uhiversity 1o Baton
Rouge. “They thiok that now
the way they can resolve all
the consttutional problerna
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they face i to get foreign coun-
tries to do their dirty worlc™

The Drug Enforcement Adrminis-
tration (DEA) and federal prose-
cutors deny any wrongdoing
They instst Williams's situation in

Ecuador Is the resuit of indepen-

dent actions taken by Ecuadoran
officials without US {nvolvement.
In a November 1987 Jetter to a
member of Congress, DEA chief

Thomas Constantine wrote in “mier

part: “The investigation itself was *
conducted unflaterally by the
Ecuadoran National Police Nep-
cotice Division.” A

Court docntnents tell g differ- *
ent story. A letter found in g court
file by Williams’s lawyer #itgatats '
the DEA requested the Willismis,
investigation and his eventusl ar- -
rest in Ecuador. And a State De-
partment report acknowledges
that the iuvestigaton was con-
ducted with US assistance. :

Mr. Copstantine insisis that
the DEA letter wag written simply
In response to a request’ by
Ecuadoran officlals for informa-
tion about Williame.

‘it Is really some high-
honded and pretty scary
behavior en the part of
the US government.’

- Jeseph McNamara

The case raises fundamental
questions of how much due-
process  profection  Willlams
ghould get. In 1957, the Supreme
Court ruled that constitnHonal
protections under the Bill of
Rights apply when US cltizeas
face US government law-enforce-
taent acton in foreign countries.

“When the government reaches
ocut o punish a citizen who is
abroad, the shield which the Bill
of Rights and other parts of the
Constitution provide to protect

his life and liberty should naot be
stripped away fust because he
happens to be in another land,~
the ruling says in part.

Experts say the Willlams case
takes the fssve into a4 new area —
one the court hasn't addressed.
“What rights does an American
cltizen have when a foreign juris-
diction has acted at the behest of
the United States? The answer is
none,” says Wilmer Parlker, a de-
fense lawyer in Atlanta and a for-
federal prosecutor.

-

" Williams's . ordeal. began 1n
April 1996, wheu he was con-
tacted by FEBI agents | his
testimony. The. agents”told htm
that one of his fish suppliers i
Colombia,"José Castrillod, was x
drug - frafficker. They wanted
Villams to testify against him.
~Willlams satd that as far as he
kriew, Mr, Castrillon was a legits-

‘mate fish seller, He said he had

no knowledge of drug traficking
or any other illegal gperations,

The agents didn't belleve htm,
Williams Invited the agents to ini-
vestigate his business, including
the traceahle wire transfers used
in ali his financial dealings with
Castrillon. He turned over more
than five boxes of business
recards, accorditg to his lawyer

By July 1996, Wiliams hadn't
heard from the FBI and wanted to
finishk a pending project tn
Ecuador. His lawyer checked with
the FBI and was told that the bu-
reau had no objecHon to Williams'
fraveling to Ecuador.

A month later, on Aup, 14,
1986, a DEA agent based in
Ecuador wrote a letter to Ecuado-
ran counter-narcotics officials in
which he identified James
Williams and five other men as
being members of a “narcotraf-
ficking organization. The letter
does not say Williams 18 a sus-
pect. rather it says that investiga-
tions have "established” his metn-
bership in  the ecriminal
organization. No specific evidence
is offered, The letter concludes

with a request that Williams and
the others be investigated “and
stepg be taken, as the case may
require. for the purposes of dis-
arming this international drug
trafficking organtzeton. ~

When Willlams arrived in
Ecuador in September 1986, he
assumed the FB] had investigated
him and that he was free 1o con-
Hnue costducting his fish busi.
tiess. But within days of his ar-
Tival, he was arrested by
Ecuadoran narcoties _
policemen. He says
he waz mterrogated
for three days before
anyonc was allowed
to see him,

Two weeks after
his arrest, Williams's
lawyer {n the US,

Isaac Mitrani, zays
he received a call
from au FBIL agent,
The agent wondered
If Willams was
ready now to coopet-
ate, and If 56, federal
agents could help
him get out of prison
in Ecuador. Williams
refused, saying all he
wanted to do was tell
the truth. —

Mr, Miirani says the FBI called
back a tonth later, this time say-
ing that Panama would soon file
Charges agatnst Willlamns, and if
necessary, try him in absentia. If
he was inclined to cooperate. now
was the time to do ft, the agent
safd, according to  Mitrami,
Charges were eventually filed in "
Panarna against Willlams, but in |
late June a Panamantan judge 1
threw them out for lack of ew- i
denee, :

Meanwhile, Willlamms remains |
imprizoned in Ec¢uador. ‘

The DEA works closely with
Ecuadoran antinarcotics officials.
Humaty-rights workers farniliar
with the political situation say 1S
officials  actually helped draft
Ecuador's tough ant law,
which, for example, prohibits bail
for anyone lke Williams who 1s
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arrested in a narcotics case.

In. addstion, U$ drug egents
are well aware of the condltions
that an Amercan or any other
suspect would fsee once arrested
in Ecuador. A US State Depart
ment homan-rights report re-
Igased carlier this yesr paints a
sober plefure:

¢“The most fundsmental
human-rights abuse stemis f[rem
shortcomings in the politcized,
inefficient, and corrupt legal and

money launderer, But it cites no
apecfic ilegal 2cts by Willlams,
Prosecutors  leclined o dis-
cuss the evidenct against
Will'ains. There is no jegal re-
quirement that the evidence pre-
sented to the grand jury be dis-
closed in an indictment.
If he is convicted of the US
conspitacy charges. Wilitlams
faces up to lfe in prison and 84
million in fines. In Ecuador. he
fuces roughly eight years in
Ocsibk WLl prigon I convicted,
' j  In an interview
eonducted by tele.
Phone from prison,
Willams says he
wants only one thing
- the chance o de.
fend himself in a US
courtroom. He gays
he & confident that
once a US jury hears
all the evidence in
Bhis case. he will be
ascquitted. “All Rebin
andd I have ever
asked for is an op-
portunity to presént
the truth. I can't

FRIEON LI James Wifllams auwalls thal (n this Ecuador jaill. ~ happen  here [in
He has been [n prison atnce 1006 and says the US ks
pregsuring him Io text{fy againat o suspected drug decler. condemned here

Ecuador). 1 will be

judicial gystem, People are sub-
ject to arbitrary arrest; once (n.
carcerated, they may wailt years
before being convicted or acquit-
ted unless they pay bribes.”

& "Those {judges] charged with
determining the validity of deten-
tHon often allowed frivolous
charges to be brought, either be-
cause they were overworked or
because the accuser bribed them.
In many instapces. the sysirm
was used as a means of barass-
ment in ctvil cases in which one
party sought 1o have the other ar-
rested on criminal charges” 7 -

& “Folice continue to physically
mistreat guspects and prisoners,
usualty with impunity... Vietins
reported that the police beat
thern, burned them with ciga-
rettes, applied electric ehocks. or
threatened them psychologically.”

Cielnag it alene

Instead of cooperating with the
FBl and aecepting FBI help to get
out of Ecusdor, Wildams at-
tempted to fight back. He hired a
lawyer in Ecuador. He act up a
Weh site to publicize his plight.
His wife, Robin, appealed to
membera of Congress.

The campalgn gained some
mementum in Washington, but
never gat close to sparking over-
slght hearings in either the House
or Senate judiciary commitiecs. A
further setback for Willlams and
his supparters came on June 1,
when federal prosecutors ‘in
Tampa unsealed a superseding
indictment of Castrilion that
named Willlams as a co-conspir-
ator,  The Indictment says
williams acted as a cocalne smug-
gler, cocaine distributor. and

without any proof or
evidence,” Willlams says,

Willizms says he believes he
was indicted becanse s case
was beginning {o atiract intcrest

some members of Con-
gress, Federal progecutors say his
indicunent wag the decision of a
federal grand jury.

At first, Willtarns gays. he and
his supporters welcomed the in-
dictment because they thought he
would be returned to the US to
stand trial with Castrillon. But
prosecutors in Tempsa say that
Willlama must complete his
Ecuzdor case before being. re-
turned to face the US charges.

As a result of his ordeal in
Ecuador, Willlams has besn im-
prisoned since September 1966,
He bas loat his business, his life
savings, apd a significan: portion
of his extended family's lfe sav-
tngs. He is yet to be arralgned in,
a US court of law.

“It is rexlly some high-handed
and pretty scary behavior on the
part of the US government,” says
Joseph McNamara, a resesrch
fellow at the Hoover institution
and a former police chief.

Williams's supporiers say even
if he ever gets his day in US conrt,
hit may be unable to pay for an ef-
fective defense.

*In my opinicn they don't want
me back in the United States
right now becausc 1 don't Know
anything that would hurt Castril-
lon, and there (s 2 good possibil-
ity that I might say something that
could help Castrilon.” Willlams
&ays.

“all we are asking is to bring
him beme and give him his right
to consututional protections aud
a fair trial,” says Mr. Mitrani.
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$2PM of Aid to Ecuador Suspended

By beﬂrge Gedda

ar=E-Mail This Articla
Associated Press Writer =i Printer-Friendly Version

Thursday, March 16, 2000; 4:21 AM

WASHINGTON — Rep. Sonny Cailahan is suspending
almost $20 million in aid to Ecuador in hopes of prodding
autpormes there into speeding the appeal process of a
Fionda man who is serving an gight-year prison term on a
money laundering conviction.

Caliahan, R-Ala., chainman of a House subcommittee
responsible for foreign aid, is using his clout on behalf of
James Williams, who waited more than two years after his
1996 arrest to be tried and now has waited more than a yvear
for hlS appeal to be heard by the Ecuadorian Supreme Court.

At ‘éhc time of his arrest in September 1996, Williams, 53, ran
Canbbean Fisheries. He bought fish from small packing
houses, in Latin Amenca and sold them to restaurant
whfulesalers in the southeastern United States.

SlWlfe Robm said in a telephone interview Wednesday

from Jacksonville that the experience has led to their "financial

deslruct]on " She said her husband 1s forced to pay bribes for
favcprs and is forced to live "in the most unsanitary conditions
imaginable™ at the Guayaquil prison.

Ms' Williams, who has traveled fo Ecuador 15 times since his
arrest, maintains that her husband has done nothing wrong.

Exp'laining bis decision to suspend the assistance, Callahan
said, "For some time, I have been very concerned about the
slow pace with which Ecuador has afforded an American
citi.afen due process in its judicial system. My hope would be
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Colombian who s awaiting trial in Florida on drug charpes.

Isaac Mitrani, Williams' lawyer, expressed hope that Ectiador will
rclease him shortly so be will have the chance "to have all of the facts
prf:scntcd to an unbiased tribunal in the United States.”

Among other flaws in Williams' December 1998 trial, he was not
a]lbwed to confront his accnsers, Mitrani said.

Re;p. Corrine Brown, a Democrat who represents Williams in
Congress, satd his case has been one of the most frustrating she has
encountered as an elected official

"For three years I have been unsuccessfil in my attempts to seek a
fair judicial proceeding for Mr. Williams, both in Ecuador and in the
United States. ... I am hopeful that someday, Mr. Williams will
receive the due process he deserves.” ‘

Briwm has visited Ecuador three times to assist Williams. Five other
lawmakers and former President Carter have gone to Ecuador and
raxsed the issue with government officials.

At the time of his arrest in September 1996, Williams ran Caribbean
Flshenes He bought fish from small packing houses in Latin America
and sold them to restaurant wholesalers in the southeastern United
Statw

Williams' wife, Robin, said Wednesday in a telephone mterview from
Jacksonville that Castrillon was one of his 22 suppiiers. She maintains
that Castrillon’s fishing business activities, in contrast to his a]]sged '
drug dealing, ‘were lcgmmate

Sh; has mamtained for years that her husband’s arrest in Ecuador was
sought by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, an allegation
denied by DEA officials.

Mrs Williams, who returned this week from her 15th visit to
Ecypador, said her husband's 3%-year incarceration has been a
"fnghtfil sitzation” that has led to their financial destruction.

She said she and other family members have to provide him with
clothing, money, food and toiletries because the prison "provides
pothing for inmates."

Tlns prison is a death sentence," she said. "Jim has watched people
d15= because they can't get out for treatment.”

© Copyright 2000 The Associated Press
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American in Dru

By DIANA JEAN SCHEMO

GUAYAQUIL, Ecyador — It was
late on a hot September night 1ast
year when the police descended on
the alegant Oro Verde Hotel here,
Jarpes Gordon Willlams, an Amer-
can fish Imporier whose moves were
drawlng more inerest than he knew
walked past them and sank {tHo ong
of the lobby's overstuffed bamboo
chairs, puzzled hecause se mebody
had fust phoned his room and myste-
tiously hung op.

Turning from the front desk, one of
the policemen recognized the Atner!-
can. A momeni later, the officery
were searching his room for drugs
or evidence of drog agsociations.

They found nothing, recalied a
bellhop who watched, but they hus-

tled Mr. Witiams off 1o the Modelo
Prison, Also taken there were 15of
hig friends and business associates
— most of them {rom Colorbia and
FEeuador — who were nounded up
thatl night on charges that they had
usec. & Jocal fish processing plani to
smuggle drugs and launder millions
uf dollars for the Cali drug ring.

Thus Mz Williams, suspected of
skating along the rim o the drug un-
derworld, tumbled into the Ecuador-
ean system of justice and punish-
ment, wher: he now langnishes, hav-
ing watched the sndden disintegra-
tlon of the protections he once
thought came with his United Siates
passport.

Mr. Willlams and his assoclates
are being held in what 18 called pre-
ventive detention on charges they
smpggle drogs and laundered mon-

&y throngh their tish provessing
plant, They deny dolng anything Wie-
gal and atrial s not Hkely for at least
another year. So it bs rpossibie for
' an cotsider to gauge Mr, Willams's
gullt or isnocence. StilL, his cpse 12
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Robin’ Williams with her husband, James, in the prison in Guayaquil

_where he and 15 friends and associates are being held on drug charges,

ond three-judge panel, A court date
often takes six months,

Early in his imprisonment, Mr.
Williams undertook te document
what goes on in this world, as part of
a strategy for gaining public uympa-
1hy by discrediting the sysiem thai is
discrediting him and his associntes,

They have used thelr prison as a
microcosm, collecting dats on the
2.700 inmates, 80 pescent of whom
have yet to be sentenced. They satd
they found that the average waiting

g Abyss: Guilty? Who Knows?

guy,'" drawn ta the ocean solely by
hiz love of the sea.
Amzyican and Colombian antl-

. drug agenis see Mz, Castrillén quite

dilferently — as a major drig s:.ug-
gler and the chief of money launder-
ing operations for the Cali ring. Much
of the iWkcit trads, they believe, is
carried n fishing boats.

Amerlcan diplomats deny any
United States role in the arrest of Mr.
Willlams, but his lawyers say that
since his incarceration F.B.L agenats
have offered to help him get free it he
will cooperate.

His case can bedated to April 1966,
when Mr. Castrlllén was seizedin
Panamia shortly after drug agems
found 12.5 tons of cocaine ohy board a
fishing boat called the Natalie |, Five
days later, F B.1, and Drug Enforce-
ment Administration agents visited
My, Williams at bis home in Jackson-
vHle Beach, Fla. They had been tap-
ping his phone for four years and fol- .
lowlng him for two, Mr. Willlams r2-
calls them saying, and they wanted
him to help them establish Mr. Cas-
1rilién 88 the boat’s owner.

Mr, Williams s1id he knew the Co-
lomblan only as an avid flshermas,
but the F.B.L did not believe him. It
subpoenaed husiness records, but did
not arresthim,

The Ecuadoreans did, thoogh —
three days aiter M1, Willlams ar-
rived here tovisi the flsh processing
Plant, called Rica Pesca.

Since his arrest, F.B.L agents
have repeatedly contacted oneof hia
lawyers, urging Mr. Wiitiams to tes-
tify ageinst Mr. Castrilifn, the law-
yer, Isaac Mitrani, satd. “They sald,
"Now he’s {n jall, and we can be very
helpful, but he's gok tg cooperate,” ™
Mr, Mitrani said.

Erian Kense!, the F.B.L. spokes-
man in Tamosg. said he eonld not
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were searching his reom for drugs
or evidence af drug associations.
They found avthing, recuiled a
bellhap who watched, but tiey hus-
tled Me, Willlams ofi 1o the Modelp
Prlson. Alsateken there were 15of

-his friends and business assoclates

— most bf them from Colombia and
Ecuador — wka were cousned up
that night on charges that they had
used g local fish processing plantto
smugele drugs angd launder millens
ofdollars for the Call drug *ing,

Thus Mr, Wiliams, suspected cf
skating along the rim of the drug in-
derworld, tambled into the Ecuador-
ean system of jusiice and panish-
mant, where he pow languishes, hav-
ing watched th2 suddzn ¢istmtegra-
tion of the protections he once
thought came wilh his Untted Stailes
passport

Mr. Willlamsand his assochate:
are being held Jn what 1s called pra-
vemive delentlon on charges they
smuggled drugs and laundered mon-
ey through their lish processing
plant. They deny doing anyting ille-
gal and atrial iz not tkely for at least
another year, 83 it is Impossible for
anoutsider 10 gouee Mr, Williams's
gullt or inhocence, S131, his case i
fascinating for what &mﬁ iLreveals:
the Dickensian consequences for
anyone vilg comes under scruliny
for suspiclon of invpivement with
drupsin Latin America.

Mi. Willlams also contends that
hig case shows how American agen-
cles can tarn the harshness of for-
elpn legal systems to the advaniage
of the Inited States inits chesen role
aslzader of the aar or drugs. The
heartof his argumentis thatthe -~
United States isusing Ecwador as &
wotdshedio coerce coxporation
from himin tesdfying agaimt a
friend, José Casrillon Henau.

Humanrights groups here and
Government investigations bave a}
yeady sermtinized the system into
which Mr. Willlams fell, finding that
it Inzludes jrdges who demand pay-
offs simply to'mbve a case toward
trial, defendants fonnd aot guilty who
remaininiall, a.. wrtire,

One sindistic Bz ont: some 80
percent of Ecuads ™ nmates are
eventueally found not guilty. But even
thenthey are novwree io go. Their ac-
quitials nrast be E::Emn by asec

Ricardy Romagaso/Elo-lda Times-Unlor
Robin Williams with her hnsband, James, in the prison in Guayaguil
where hie and 15 friends and assaciates are being badd on drug charges.

ond Ihrec-jrdge panch A const date
oftentakessix months.

Early ininis imprisonment, Mr,
Williams undertcok to documend
what goes on in this werld, aspart af
asiretegy fnr ganing public sympa-
thy by ciscrediticg the systerm that is
discrediting him and hiz associates.

They have used their prison as a
microcosm, eollecting data oh the
2,700 Inmates, 80 percant of %r0m
have yet 10 9e sertenced. They said
they found that the average waiting
time for trial is over 400 days.

Their fincings broadiy conform to
thoze of human rights gaoups, which
have alsa found that nezrly half the
colniry™s prisern population is being
held on drug-related charges — an
unusually high figure.

Among Ecuados’s drvg laws is one
against 1ilicli assoclation, under
‘®hich anybody who happens to be
with asuspected drug offender onhis
arrestmay be locked upas well, And
indrug cases, unlike any others, sus-
pecis can be conyicted o1 the police
report adane, witheut corroboraiing
evidence.

Mr. Williame and his co-defand-
ants said they hadbeen hit up for
bribes several times by people
duiming to represent the judge in
their case ~with figures mentloned
betwesn $40,00 and $25mi™ ©—
2R ...3Y Openly debate whether (o
ray - Willams satd he was afraid
that neying a bribe wouldb; onas
an wamissior of guill andthaet te
volatile polities in Ecuadar — where

" the elected President was ongted
. qu:mw‘_u@_ua. ar protests this year —

The o York Tiones
Most prison inmates in Ecuador -
are eventually fonnd noi guilty.

mzant abribe could easlly misfire,

In the penitentiary, petty correp-
ticn is everywhere: for a visitor whe
made recent trips to see Mr, Wil-
liamay, eech step meant bills pressad
Into half-closed palms,

“n Mr. Willlems’s second-floor
roomt, 2 pletnre of his wife, Robin,
scanned inta the computer, amiles at
hisn from the screen. Below lies the
tree inferno, where throngs of pris-
ar1ers walt in a yawning whitt corri-
dor lor thelr families and gicltrlends
on visiting days, Onone such day.a
young inmate .. 3¢ with a fishing
net draped over Mm. Circling in the
game 5pot, be tore half-heartedly at
thenetandm  -red qulathy, nnable
to escapehis Innet prizon.

Mr. Wiliams also matntains the
irnacence of Mr. Castrillén, whom he

__ealed *a facoues Corerannlrind of .

4]

His case canbe dated to April 1598,
wten Mi. Castrilidn was sewed in

- Panama shosily after drug agents

found 12.5 tons of cocalne cnboerd g
fisaing boat calied the Nataile K Flve
days later, F.B 1. and Drug Enforce-
ment Administration agents visited”
M, Willlams a: his heme in Jackson-
ville Beach, Fla They had been tap-
ping his phoie lor four years andfol-
jowing him for 1wao, Mr, WHHBams re-
calls them saying, and they wantel
hire to help then esta>ish Mr. Cas-
trilién asthe boat's owner.

Mr. Wilamssaid he knew the Co-
Iembian only asan av:d fisharman,
butthe FB.1, did not believehim. It
subpoenaed business records, but did
not arresi him.,

The Ecuadoreans did, thoagh —
three daya atter Mr, Williams ar-
rived here (o viglt the fish processig
plant, £alled Rics Pescw.

Sneehis arrest, F.BL pgents
have repeatedly contasted ong of hus
lawyers, urging Mr. Willtams to tes-
ity against Mr. Castrilén, the law-
yer, IsaacMitrant, said, * They said,
‘New he'sin jail, and we can e very
helpful, but he'’s got to cooperate,' ™
Mr. Mitrand sald,

B:lan Kznsel, the F.3,1. sbokes-
mar in Tampa, said hecould not
comment an Mr, Wiilams’s £ccusa-
{long, since no court papers were
filedby the Tampa office. But he
satd: **Our authority stops at our
borders. Whatever cha-ges Mr, Wik
liams (aces they are with locel au-
thorities.”" In Washingion, the Drug
Enforcement Administeation madea
simiar statement,

While acknowledging problams in -
Mr. Williams's Ireatment, James
Curts Struble, the American Em-
bassy's deputy chief of mission, said
he krew of a0 casz In Ecpadot in
which judicial deadtines werere-
specied. Adked If Mr, Willlama's ex-
perience was not a cautlonary lesson
for Amerieans whko coul? easlly be
footed weorking in drug exporting
couniries, Mr. Stroble t...ght a mo-
ment and shook his head, There were
~zasoms to be drawn, he sald, hat not
ihat cne. He would not ela..icate,

Mr. Williams says he has not glves-

9.*1camehere a5 a white Anglo- '
mES.r knowing that right would pre-

vall,'"he said_ **Nat that [ thinkit
should Eﬁa: bt _Eaﬂ_._m :;. :
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